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Borneo is an amalgam of biodiversity that blends uncharted forests

filled with yet-to-be discovered species, a plethora of endemic trees,
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orangutan, and is a refuge for forest species, such as Asian elephant,
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of the Kinabatangan River, to the primeval forests of Danum Valley,
the romance and mystery of Borneo await you.
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ITINERARY

DAYS 1/2 | OCT. 2/3

Depart home on your way to Kota Kinabalu.
En route, you'll cross the International Date
Line and lose one calendar day. Depending
on where you are flying from, you will most
likely depart no later than early morning Oct.
2 and arrive on Oct. 3 at the Kota Kinabalu
Marriott where you will enjoy your day and
evening at leisure.

DAY 3 | OCT. 4

Today, take a scenic two-hour drive to
Kinabalu Park. On arrival at Kinabalu Park,
walk along the nature trails in the Botanical
Garden, where you will notice a change in the
temperature as cool and refreshing air fills
your lungs. If the day is clear, you may even
spot a majestic view of Mount Kinabalu, the
highest mountain between New Guinea and
the Himalayas! The park boasts an estimated
4,500 species of plants, which include 1,500
species of orchids (77 of which are endemic
to Kinabalu) as well as 289 species of birds,
and 290 different types of butterflies.

After lunch at a local restaurant, visit the
Poring Hot Spring in search for Rafflesia. The
Rafflesia is the largest flower in the world,
with recent flowers found measuring up to
three feet across. There are 55 species of
Rafflesia, of which nine are found in Borneo.
You can also try the canopy walk, comprised
of over 500 feet of suspension bridges 130
feet above the tropical jungle. This evening,
return to Kota Kinabalu and enjoy a welcome
dinner with your group at Big Fish, overlook-
ing the South China Sea. (B, L, D)

RAVEL

DAY 4 | OCT. 5

Your morning flight takes you to Sandakan,
located on the east coast of Sabah. En route
to your hotel, enjoy a visit to Sandakan
Market, where the locals come to buy fresh
produce, fruits, delicacies, crafts, sarongs,
and seashells. The fish market here is perhaps
the biggest and busiest in Sabah and offers a
stunning array of fresh seafood.

Next, stop at the Sim Sim Water Village on
the coast of Sandakan, located a couple of
miles from the main city center. The water
village sits on stilts and is reachable by plank
walkways. It depicts the lives of some of the
local fisherman families, their neat wooden
houses, and their daily activities.

Stay at the Sepilok Nature Resort, near the
Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation center. This
endangered species is only found in Borneo
and northern Sumatra and is the only repre-
sentative of the great apes outside central
Africa. (B, D)

DAY 5 | OCT. 6

After breakfast, head to Labuk Bay Proboscis
Monkey Sanctuary, just a short drive from
Sandakan, located among the mangrove for-
ests of Samawang. As the name suggests, this
is the place to see one of the most distinc-
tive and unusual inhabitants of Borneo—the
proboscis monkey. This privately-owned
sanctuary is located within an Oil Palm estate,
providing a chance to observe this unique
primate at a very close range.
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